
 
 

COMMUNITY BOARD #1 – MANHATTAN 
RESOLUTION 

 
DATE:  JUNE 28, 2011 

   
COMMITTEE OF ORIGIN: SEAPORT/CIVIC CENTER 
  
COMMITTEE VOTE: 7 In Favor 0 Opposed 0 Abstained 0 Recused 
  PUBLIC MEMBER VOTE: 2 In Favor 0 Opposed 0 Abstained 0 Recused 
BOARD VOTE:  In Favor  Opposed   Abstained  Recused 
 
RE:  Seaport Museum New York 
 
WHEREAS: Community Board One expresses its strongest support for maintaining and 

enhancing the Seaport Museum New York in its stated mission of preserving the 
maritime history of New York and its historic ships and waterfront, and 

 
WHEREAS: The Museum has been involved in discussion with the City of New to develop a 

transition strategy that includes a plan for financial sustainability and new 
leadership, and  

 
WHEREAS, The Museum has assured Community Board One that its sole priority is to ensure 

that visitors, including residents of the downtown community, will be able to 
experience New York’s dynamic waterfront history and culture for years to come, 
and 

 
WHEREAS: Community Board One has made requests over the past several months to the 

Museum to meet to discuss our concerns about the future viability of the museum 
and the status of its historically significant asserts, and 

 
WHEREAS: There is concern in the community that the vessels Pioneer, Lettie G. Howard, 

and W. O. Decker are deteriorating due to lack of use and are lacking necessary 
recertification by the Coast Guard and are becoming a danger to themselves and 
to the community, and 

 
WHEREAS: There is concern that the City is suffering financially from the loss of potential 

income from rental of the vessels and that the community is suffering from the 
loss of potential use of the vessels for educational purposes, and 

 
WHEREAS: An opportunity is being lost for the Seaport to bid for docking rights on the north 

side of Pier 15 while the future of the vessels is uncertain, and 
 
WHEREAS: There is fear that the vessels might be subject to deaccession, (removal from the 

Museum’s collection) without consultation with the community, and 
 
WHEREAS:  There is fear that Bowne & Co., Stationers and other properties such as the 

Melville and Lord Galleries and the Library face an uncertain future, now 
 
 
 



 
THEREFORE 
BE IT  
RESOLVED 
THAT: Community Board One urges that every effort be made and all steps be taken to 

ensure that the Museum, its collection, its environs and its historic ships are 
protected and continue to be available to the public, and 

 
BE IT 
FURTHER 
RESOLVED 
THAT: Community Board One strongly urges the Seaport Museum New York and the 

Office of the Mayor to meet with Community Board One to provide an update to 
the public, in an open transparent process, about discussions regarding the future 
of the museum, and 

 
BE IT 
FURTHER 
RESOLVED 
THAT: Community Board One urges the Museum to consult with it before contemplating 

deaccession of any Museum land based or water based collection items, and  
 
BE IT 
FURTHER 
RESOLVED 
THAT: Community Board One urges local elected officials to join in the effort to create a 

transparent process for discussion about the future status of Seaport Museum New 
York. 

 


